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Going the Distance: LCC Sides with Citizen Protestors
Votes to Deny Liquor License
Following a month-long continuance to
review testimony and numerous letters of
opposition, the Nebraska Liquor Control
Commissioners sided with the St. John
Missionary Baptist Church this month in
denying the liquor license application for
Walker’s Convenient Mart (3932 16th
Street, Omaha, 68110).
The decision illustrates the importance of
community involvement in the liquor
licensing process. Liquor licenses are not a right – they are a luxury that some
communities cannot afford. Rev. Alvin McCruel of St. John Missionary Baptist Church
traveled to Lincoln to testify in March and again in April to hear the decision for himself. He
praised the LCC for hearing their concerns after, according to Rev. McCruel, those fell on
deaf ears at the Omaha City Council earlier this year. In describing the moment, he cited
scripture: “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces
wonderful results (James 15:16b, New Living Translation).”
When the Omaha City Council held its hearing, the applicant was able to shift the focus
away from the negative impact that alcohol has on the community to his reputation as an
individual – so much so that he was able to overcome some initial opposition. However,
the church remained opposed and focused on the fact that these hearings are not
hearings on the character of the applicant, but instead on whether there is already too
much alcohol in the community and the harms that come with an overabundance of
alcohol. Ultimately, the council voted 7-0 to recommend approval. Had the church not
organized the community to oppose the application at the Commission in Lincoln, the
business would’ve been approved without a second thought.
If you, your organization, or community are interested in learning more about the liquor
licensing process, violations, or other topics involving alcohol, or if you have a problematic
liquor outlet in your neighborhood, please contact us at info@projectextramile.org.

Project Extra Mile Celebrates 25 Years
Seventeen honorees to be recognized for going the extra mile

Project Extra Mile will hold its Recognition Dinner on Tuesday, May 10th at 6:00 p.m. at
Champions Run in Omaha to celebrate twenty-five years of advocating for proven
strategies to prevent alcohol-related harms in the Omaha area and across the state. The
event is an opportunity to honor individuals and organizations that have demonstrated a
commitment to public health and safety in Nebraska and across the country.

To learn more and to register, click here.
Senator Robert Hilkemann, LaVon Crosby Public Policy
Award
In 2021, Senator Hilkemann led the fight against a provision in the
session's alcohol omnibus bill that would have cut the alcohol
excise tax rate for ready-to-drink cocktails made from spirits by
75% -- a move that will lead to millions of dollars in lost revenue
and an increase in excessive drinking. He has attended coalition
and work group meetings to offer his perspective in recent years.
Senator Hilkemann also introduced legislation in 2019 that would
have expanded the number of Liquor Control Commissioners to
five with the ultimate goal of bringing public health and safety
voices to the Commission's deliberations.
Dr. Sean Haley, PhD, MPH and Cassie
Tourre, Going the Distance Award
While the COVID-19 pandemic was rampant
in our communities and states continued to
relax alcohol policies, Sean and Cassie
brought together a diverse group of
individuals and organizations from across
the country to discuss these rapid changes.
This group became the Alcohol Action
Network (AAN), a project of the American
Public Health Association (APHA), which
continues to grow, create and share
resources, and facilitate action around evidence-based polices at local, state, and national
levels.
Diane Riibe, Leon Dappen Award of High Distinction
Diane Riibe is being recognized for her decades of
service keeping Nebraskans safe from alcohol-related
harms. As most of you know, she is the founder and past
executive director of Project Extra Mile and has
continued to have an outsized influence on alcohol policy
at the national level. Her good work has saved countless
lives. Despite having moved out of state many years ago,
she continues to stay connected to the organization and
is committed to its mission. We truly appreciate all she
has accomplished and we look forward to honoring her on May 10th.

Special Recognition Awards
This year we also wanted to recognize individuals and organizations that we have had the
pleasure of working alongside over these past twenty-five years. This group’s
contributions are almost immeasurable, and we look forward to recognizing their strong
commitment to the science around alcohol policies and practices.

Local awardees and public health experts include Dr. Adi Pour, PhD and Dr. Tom
Safranek, MD for their life’s work to better the health and safety of Nebraskans. Dr. Bob
Brewer, MD MSPH and Nigel Wrangham have worked across the country but both have
strong ties to reducing alcohol-related harms through evidence-based strategies in
Nebraska. Jennifer Pollock and Laurie Scott are being recognized for their longstanding
collaboration with the organization – Jen through her involvement both as a youth
advocate and her current involvement with the coalition and the board of directors and
Laurie through her strong commitment to reducing underage drinking and impaired driving
and board of directors involvement. Beatha Kliewer is being recognized for her twentyone years of service as the organization’s bookkeeper and financial specialist. Beatha and
her family have been the foundation for Project Extra Mile’s many successes over the
years – we couldn’t have done it without her! Finally, the Nebraska Department of
Transportation – Highway Safety Office has been our biggest fan through its generous
support of the organization and its mission for over two decades. Together we have
reduced excessive alcohol consumption, impaired driving on our roads, and saved many
lives along the way. We are forever grateful for this partnership.
We also wanted to extend our sincerest thanks to
our wonderful event sponsors: Fusion Medical
Staffing, Flowerama, and UNMC’s College of Public
Health.

We hope you’ll be able to join us on May 10th and we celebrate the work and efforts of
these individuals and many others who have been involved over the past 25-plus years.

Whiteclay Activist John Maisch Passes Away
John Maisch, an activist, father, husband, friend, and
assistant professor passed away unexpectedly on March
3rd, 2022. John was raised in Nebraska and became a
name many associated with the fight to close the four beer
stores in Whiteclay, Nebraska that were selling millions of
cans of beer in a town of 12 people. Despite no longer living
in Nebraska, John cared deeply about the injustices
happening in Whiteclay and how the predatory alcohol sales
negatively impacted the residents of the nearby dry Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota.
He produced the documentary Sober Indian | Dangerous
Indian to raise awareness and call people to action. He
worked tirelessly alongside Frank LaMere and Alan
Jacobsen and other Nebraskans to close the stores.
After achieving that unthinkable feat in 2017, his focused
shifted to continued to work towards healing from
decades of pain that Nebraskans caused on the
reservation. John will be greatly missed by this friends,
family, and fellow activists in Nebraska as well as many
others John had an impact on across the country. Our
deepest condolences to his wife Julia, son Jacoby, and
the rest of his family and friends.
John’s full obituary can be found here.

Research Brief
A new research letter was published on March 18th by JAMA examining Alcohol-Related
Deaths During the COVID-19 Pandemic. Researchers examined alcohol consumption
during the first year of the pandemic as it relates to mortality data. They found that
alcohol-related deaths increased by approximately 26% between 2019 and 2020
whereas all-cause mortality increased by 16.6%. This significant increase shows hidden
tolls of the pandemic exacerbated by the relaxation of alcohol policies making alcohol
increasingly available as well as disrupted treatment access among other contributing
factors.

Project Extra Mile to Host Two, Free Law Enforcement Trainings
Law enforcement officers are invited to attend a free
training focused on Responding to Underage
Drinking Parties. Trainings will take place in
Kearney, NE on Thursday, May 19th at 8:00 – 4:00
pm and in the Omaha Metro on Friday, May 20th at
8:00 – 4:00 pm. To learn more, click here or contact
our office by calling (402) 963-9047 or emailing
info@projectextramile.org. The registration deadline
is Friday, May 13, 2022. The trainings are made
possible thanks to the support of the Nebraska
Department of Transportation - Highway Safety
Office and Region 6 Behavioral Healthcare.

Upcoming Events

We’re excited to announce Project Extra Mile’s 2022
Youth Leadership Retreat will take place in Omaha
from July 28th to July 30th for students entering
grades 8-12. Nigel Wrangham, a nationally
recognized youth facilitator and Project Extra Mile
partner, will be leading the retreat. Every year
students have returned to their communities with a
renewed sense of commitment to the prevention of
underage drinking and youth access to alcohol after
attending our annual Youth Leadership Retreat.
Please share this information with interested any youth who may be interested in. Space is
limited so register at our website no later than July 15, 2022.

Project Extra Mile is currently accepting applications for
the Youth Leadership Council for the 2022-2023 school
year. This statewide youth group consists of students
from 8th to 12th grade who are willing to share their
ideas, find solutions to community issues, and develop
their leadership skills. Youth engaged in the program
learn how to implement evidence-based strategies to
decrease excessive drinking, underage drinking, and the
associated alcohol-related harms.
Project Extra Miles strives to empower students to
become community leaders and advocates. Interested students should apply on our
website by June 17, 2022.

Join our Coalition meeting next Wednesday!
Project Extra Mile’s next coalition meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 13th at 9
a.m. at the National Safety Council-Nebraska. Our guest speaker will be Mindy AndersonKnott with Partners for Insightful Evaluation to discuss the coalition’s efforts to reduce
underage drinking during the past year. For more information, please get in touch with us
at 402-963-9047 or info@projectextramile.org.







