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My name is Chris Wagner, and I am the executive director of Project Extra Mile, a network of 
community partnerships working to prevent and reduce alcohol-related harms in Nebraska. 
We’re here in opposition to LB 1004. 
 
When I got word that there was going to be a third version of this bill and that it would make it 
illegal to sell or provide near beer to minors, I was optimistic that perhaps our concerns would 
be addressed and we could come in this time as neutral. Unfortunately, this bill falls short 
because while it does make it illegal to sell or provide alcohol to youth under the age of 21 – a 
step in the right direction – it does not establish any penalties for those who break the law. 
Furthermore, it does not make it illegal for minors to consume or possess this product, as was 
the case previously under 53-180.02. 
 
We appreciate this Committee’s refusal to advance the previous versions of this bill because of 
its concerns about minors being able to consume near beer, which would lead underage youth 
to become curious about beer with alcohol by volume (ABV) over 0.5 percent before they reach 
the minimum legal drinking age. We also want to remind the Committee that the legislature 
deregulated near beer in the late 80’s, which was quickly reversed at the request of local law 
enforcement due to the obstacles it created for enforcing underage and impaired driving laws in 
our state. Finally, we would remind the Committee that the last report we could find on the 
federal agency’s website that tests the alcohol content of beer found that one-third of the beers 
they tested had significantly different levels of alcohol than stated on the label. Of that one-third, 
those that tested over were over by an average of nearly 1% ABV. I’m also providing a copy of a 
Nebraska Medicine article from a year ago stating that non-alcoholic beer is not safe for youth 
under the age of 21. 
 
In the absence of language that would adequately address our concerns about 1) penalties for 
businesses selling near beer (similar to 53-1,104); 2) penalties for adults (similar to 53-180.05); 
and 3) prohibitions for youth to possess and consume (similar to 53-180.05) and the related 
penalties, we urge the Committee to continue to oppose LB 1004 and bills like it. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 



 



 



 



 

https://www.nebraskamed.com/health/healthy-lifestyle/behavioral-health/is-nonalcoholic-beer-safe-for-
everyone  
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