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J PREVENTING ALCOHOL-RELATED HARM

OMAHA COALITION MEETING Please use to sign-in:
Wednesday, September 9, 2026 s
9a.m.

AGENDA

.  Welcome and Introductions

Il.  Review of the August 12, 2026 Meeting Minutes
(please contact PEM staff with corrections)

[ll.  Using Data to Inform Alcohol Prevention Efforts
Jobert Tiendrebeogo, DHHS Department of Behavioral Health
Mindy Anderson-Knott, PIE Evaluation

IV.  Focus Area Updates

a. Local
i. Elizabeth O’Connor
b. Policy

i. ACS Cancels Alcohol Fundraiser

c. Enforcement
i. End of Summer Compliance Checks
ii. Public Presentation at LCC

d. Youth
i. Matthew L.
ii. Youth Leadership Network — September 21st at 7:00 p.m.

e. Awareness
i. September Research Summary available at www.projectextramile.org

V. Additional Discussion/Announcements

VI.  Adjournment and Next Meeting Date: October 7 @ 9 a.m. — Michelle Cowan
UNQ’s Community Engagement Center, Room 209

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS
Alcohol Policy Conference (Arlington, VA) — September 28 — October 1, 2026
Nebraska Liquor Control Commission Hearings — October 6, 2026

6001 Dodge Street, CEC 228
Omaha, Nebraska 68182-0600
402.963.9047
www.projectextramile.org
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RESEARCH SUMMARY
Date Compiled: September 2026

Key takeaways from included research:

e Astudy determined that nearly half (43.8%) of pedestrian fatalities in New York State from 2018-
2020 involved alcohol, drugs, or both. The findings suggest that impaired walking is an important, but
often overlooked, traffic safety issue, highlighting the need for prevention efforts that encourage safe
travel options for people who are impaired, not just drivers.

e A mouse study found that repeated alcohol intoxication or stress during adolescence led to lasting
changes in decision-making, making the animals less likely to carefully assess risk before entering
potentially dangerous situations. These findings suggest that adolescent alcohol exposure may have
long-term effects on brain processes involved in risk assessment and increase a tendency toward risk-
taking in adulthood.

e A national study following nearly 12,000 U.S. youth found that substance use increased steadily
during adolescence, with 38% reporting lifetime use by age 16; alcohol, cannabis, and nicotine were
the most commonly used substances. Boys were more likely to report substance use before age 12,
while girls reported higher rates from age 13. This highlights important age and sex differences in
substance and polysubstance use.

e A new study found that increased binge drinking among youth ages 16-19 was linked to greater
sensitivity to uncertain threats over a six-month period. Youth who increased their binge drinking
showed heightened startle responses to uncertain threats, while those whose drinking decreased or
stayed the same did not. These findings suggest that heightened threat reactivity may be an early
warning sign of increasing binge drinking and could help identify youth who may benefit from early
intervention.
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KLKN Wednesday, August 12, 2026

Nebraska State Patrol makes 16 DUI arrests over three events this

summer
Written by Noelle Adams

LINCOLN, Neb. (KLKN) — The Nebraska State Patrol (NSP) has wrapped up a summer of
special enforcement campaigns regarding various county fairs and community events.

One of the most recent events included Lancaster County Fair, along with Scotts Bluff County
Fair and Czech Festival in Wilber.

During the three events, troopers with the NSP made 16 arrests for driving under the influence.
They also issued 99 citations for speeding, four for an open alcohol container, 16 for driving
under suspension, one for a minor in possession of alcohol, two for wearing no seat belt, one for
improper child restraint and one for failure to move over.

“This summer has been full of excellent celebrations and wonderful memories made in
communities across our great state,” said Colonel Bryan Waugh, Superintendent of the
Nebraska State Patrol. “As the last few weeks of summer travel continue, we urge all travelers
to stay alert on the road and drive safely. County fair season is winding down, but we look
forward to seeing everyone at the Nebraska State Fair in a couple weeks.”
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KLIN Saturday, August 15, 2026

Driver Arrested After 104 MPH Crash on ‘O’ Street
Written by Jeremy Shipe

A Lincoln man is behind bars after police say he clocked over one hundred miles per hour on ‘O’
Street before crashing his car. Police say around 1:30 a.m. Sergeant Sara Genoways, LPD’s
Traffic Unit Supervisor, spotted a Chevy Impala flying westbound near 48th and O.’

Police say radar showed the car traveling at 104 miles per hour in a 40 mile per hour zone.
Investigators say before the officer could turn around, the driver lost control near 42nd Street.
The vehicle hit the median, crossed into oncoming traffic, and slammed into a retaining wall.

Police say other cars were nearby, but miraculously, no one else was hit. The driver of the
Impala, 35-year-old Mohammed Ramadan, was not hurt. Investigators say Ramadan was
hostile and uncooperative with first responders.

He was eventually arrested and booked for DUI with a blood alcohol content over .15, willful
reckless driving, speeding, and possession of marijuana.
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Nebraska Examiner Monday, August 17, 2026

Ex-NU Regent Elizabeth O’Connor given 1-year sentence for felony

DUI
Written by Zach Wendling

OMAHA — A former University of Nebraska regent will spend at least the next six months in jail
for driving under the influence and causing serious bodily injury during a May 2025 crash.

Douglas County District Judge Jeffrey Lux on Monday sentenced Elizabeth O’Connor of Omaha
to one year behind bars. Under Nebraska’s “good time” law, Lux said, O’Connor could be
released for good behavior after serving half her sentence. Lux also sentenced O’Connor to 18
months of post-release supervision, which is similar to probation. She was credited with one day

of time served from the night she was arrested in July 2025.
O’Connor and her attorney had asked for probation and no jail time.

She will lose her driver’s license for five years and likely face disciplinary action related to her
law license.

Prosecutors charged O’Connor with a Class IlIA felony in late July 2025. After first pleading not
guilty, she changed her plea to guilty in mid-May. She could have faced up to three years in
prison.

“It’s five people that went through this crash,” Lux said, referring to the five passengers in the
car O’Connor hit. “I won'’t call it an accident, because it wasn’t. It was a crash. You caused it.”

Three of the passengers were young children who were returning home from Bible study with
their grandparents. The grandmother, Latonda Johnson, sustained a broken back and pelvis.

After the crash, the children’s father, Johnson’s son-in-law, publicly urged O’Connor to resign.
Court records

The crash occurred about 8:30 p.m. May 21, 2025, in the Benson area of Omaha in O’Connor’s
former NU Regents District 4 in eastern Douglas County. Prosecutors said tests showed she
had a blood alcohol content of 0.321% after the crash. That’s four times the legal limit.

In court records, an investigator said police had found a half-empty bottle of Fireball Whisky in
O’Connor’s vehicle, and she was showing symptoms of intoxication after the crash. A field
sobriety test confirmed her condition, as did the blood analysis.

Lux said he works with veterans and assists with veterans treatment courts. Of those he’s seen
at a blood alcohol level that high, Lux said, it’s “such a scary level” that could be potentially life-
threatening, such as the person becoming unconscious or having alcohol poisoning.

“l don’t think this was a one-time kind of drinking experience,” Lux said.

Since the incident, Omaha City Prosecutor Kevin Slimp said, Johnson has made limited
progress in physical therapy and needs help with daily activities. He said the crash cut short
Johnson’s 25-year career with Omaha Public Schools, where she helped at-risk youth.

‘| was not coping’
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Nebraska Examiner Monday, August 17, 2026

For the first time publicly Monday, O’Connor detailed how she had been struggling in ways she
had “not fully recognized or addressed” around the time of the crash. Her father, whom she
described as her best friend, died in summer 2024 from pancreatic cancer. Shortly after his
death, O’Connor gave birth to her daughter, who is now 2 years old.

Her attorney, Marcus Sladek, said O’Connor faced a diagnosis of severe postpartum depression
and significant depressive episodes.

“I was not healthy, and | was not coping with these challenges in a healthy way,” O’Connor told
Lux.

Voters reelected her to a second six-year term in November 2024. She resigned as a deputy
county attorney in the Douglas County Attorney’s Office civil division days after prosecutors
brought charges last summer. Because she had worked in that office, the case was handed off
to Slimp’s office.

O’Connor said that once she saw how her actions hurt others, she knew she needed to begin
“rebuilding” her life and that “things had gotten out of control.”

“Throughout my life, | have tried to be the kind of person who makes others feel welcome,
comfortable and safe,” O’Connor told Lux. “And knowing that | did the exact opposite that day,
and that | took away from someone else’s sense of safety, is something that I'm going to carry
with me for the rest of my life.”

If she hadn't resigned in early January as a regent, O’Connor could have faced impeachment
this spring, the first such action in two decades.

The Nebraska Constitution bars felons from holding public office unless the Nebraska Board of
Pardons restores the person’s civil rights. O’Connor would have been forced to leave office had
she still been on the board. She also can’t vote until the completion of her full sentence.

There is a special election for the final four years of O’Connor’s elected term on Nov. 3.
‘Uncharacteristic outlier’

O’Connor and Sladek said she is about 15 months sober, attends weekly Alcoholics
Anonymous meetings and meets with her sponsor. This is her first criminal offense, and she has
continued to seek mental health and substance use counseling, according to Sladek and
O’Connor.

Sladek said O’Connor’s risk of reoffending is low and probation would be well suited to help with
rehabilitation and treatment. He described the incident as an “uncharacteristic outlier.”

“If there is a perfect or appropriate way to respond to such an offense in such a situation, | think
Elizabeth has done that,” Sladek said.

Sladek also pointed to about 19 letters in support of O’Connor’s “true character.” He responded
to a victim impact statement from Johnson, who attended the sentencing.
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Nebraska Examiner Monday, August 17, 2026

The attorney said that insurance will cover Johnson’s pain and that O’Connor — no matter the
sentence — would not get a “slap on the hand.” Sladek said that was the phrase Johnson used
in describing her frustrations to the court and weighing in on what she did not want to see occur.

Sladek also said O’Connor’s husband and daughter would experience “excessive hardship” if
O’Connor faced jail time. Because O’Connor has been unemployed, Sladek said, her husband
has been the primary breadwinner.

“I'm in no way suggesting that Elizabeth is a victim here. She’s not, and all of these
consequences that | just cited are, frankly, foreseeable consequences that she understands she
brought on herself,” Sladek said. “But she has waded through the treacherous waters that have
followed this with silence and with grace, with remorse and with a single-minded focus on self-
improvement.”

Sladek similarly sought to appeal to Lux that lawyers, including O’Connor, are in the business of
helping others and solving their problems. However, Sladek said, it's “far too easy” for attorneys
to neglect their own problems and “far too difficult to ask for help for ourselves.” Sladek said
O’Connor has learned that it's OK to ask for help and speak up about what’s wrong.

“I know that it's devastating to her that it took this to realize that, and more devastating to her
that somebody else was [hurt] in the wake of that,” Sladek said.

‘I'm truly sorry’

Lux, a former prosecutor for Douglas County and the state, said he would have made a similar
argument regarding O’Connor’s daughter. But he said three of the 19 letters for O’Connor
referenced another victim and that he had to recognize O’Connor hurt another mother.

“A grandmother here, who can’t interact with her grandkids the same way that she could before
you came into her life, by force,” Lux said.

Slimp said he was not opposed to probation but suggested it be for multiple years if so. He did
suggest that if jail time was imposed, it be served up front. Because of the nature of the DUI,
O’Connor served one night in jail when she was arrested in late July 2025, rather than longer
while waiting for DUI test results, Slimp said.

Lux said he believed incarceration plus post-release supervision would be the “fairest way to
achieve justice in this case.” He told O’Connor the sentence “takes into account the good things
that you’ve done up to this point,” including her public service and path to recovery.

At the end of the hearing, the Douglas County sheriff’'s deputies handcuffed O’Connor and took
her into custody.

“I’'m truly sorry for the harm and the pain that | caused through my actions,” O’Connor said
earlier in the hearing. “What | can do now is continue taking responsibility, continue the work of
recovery, of facing what | did, and continue proving through my actions that I’'m never going to
let this happen again.”
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STAT News Wednesday, August 19, 2026

American Cancer Society cancels alcohol industry fundraiser
Written by Isabella Cueto

The American Cancer Society quietly canceled its upcoming Wine and Spirits Industry’s Gala, a
spokesperson confirmed to STAT. The event, which has for decades raised money from
members of the alcohol industry at a boozy Manhattan gathering, was set to take place in
October at the iconic Rainbow Room.

The society “decided to sunset the Wine & Spirits Industry Gala, and the October event will not
take place,” spokesperson Michele Money-Carson said in an email. “The decision is part of
ACS’s ongoing evaluation of how its events and fundraising activities align with its mission and
prevention guidance.”

STAT, as part of its “Deadliest Drug” series about the toll of alcohol misuse, reported this
summer that ACS had for years raked in at least $22 million from wine and liquor executives,
creating an optics issue for a charity focused on fighting cancer. Some, including a former
executive at the cancer society, said the gala created an unsettling conflict of interest, and was
inappropriate considering alcohol’s known links to cancer.

ACS had already shifted some of its messaging on alcohol. It reevaluated its nutrition advice in
recent years to say avoiding alcohol is best for cancer prevention. At science-related functions,
the organization started placing a cancer warning statement at the bar, and attendees had to
pay for their own drinks.

Now the marquee alcohol industry fundraiser is over. As of mid-August, a webpage that had
previously been devoted to the New York gala instead rerouted to ACS’ general events website,
where the wine and liquor gala is not listed. A Google photo album with images from past galas,
during which attendees dined on braised beef shank and drank pineapple margaritas as they
bid on a live auction, was also taken down.

“The pages were removed to reflect that the event will no longer take place,” Money-Carson
said.

In an interview earlier this year, the society’s new CEO, Shane Jacobson, told STAT he was
reevaluating alcohol policies across events.

“We are taking a fresh look at all of this,” he said.

Michael Siegel, a Tufts University professor who studies the influence of alcohol and tobacco
companies, applauded the society’s action when told of it by STAT. “This is a wise decision
because it would have been inappropriate for the American Cancer Society to hold a gala
sponsored by the manufacturers of a product that causes 20,000 cancer deaths each year. Can
you imagine the American Cancer Society hosting a tobacco industry gala? This is basically the
same thing.”
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LJS Wednesday, August 26, 2026

Motorcyclists believed to be under the influence in fatal Lincoln crash
Written by Alyssa Johnson

Two motorcyclists were believed to be under the influence during a fatal crash last Friday that
left a 33-year-old Pleasant Dale man dead, according to a crash report.

At 7 p.m., first responders were sent to Northwest First Street and West Grand Drive on a report
of a crash involving two motorcycles.

According to the crash report, 33-year-old Dillon Williams of Pleasant Dale and 29-year-old
Joshua Leymaster of Lincoln were driving south on First Street near the intersection of
Chadderton Circle.

Police believe Williams then attempted to pass Leymaster in the left lane, but clipped
Leymaster’s front tire, causing both motorcycles to lose control and slide against the roadway.

Investigators believe Williams was driving at a higher rate of speed. Both drivers were
suspected to be under the influence of alcohol at the time of the crash.

Williams was taken to a local hospital, where he later died from his injuries.

Leymaster had minor injuries to his arms. He also submitted a preliminary breath test, which
showed a blood-alcohol content level of .133, according to the report.

Police initially cited Leymaster for driving under the influence of alcohol. Police spokesperson
Erika Thomas later said the citation was pulled.
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